Resources for Financial Assistance Programs
*this list is growing and under construction – please contact us at the SFNE office with additional information
[bookmark: _GoBack]Depending on your treatment regimen and your type of health insurance, your options for financial assistance will vary. Medications will generally fall into one of two categories: branded or generic. 
· Branded If a medication is branded, that means that a pharmaceutical company still owns the patent for that drug and is the only company that can make and sell it. In that situation, the company likely has programs in place to assist patients in paying for their out-of-pocket expenses, meaning that the companies will have programs that will help patients with the amount that their health insurance does not cover.  
The programs will fall into two categories.
1. Directly through the company: the company will directly provide free medication, a coupon, or rebate that the patient can give to the pharmacy instead of paying the co-pay or allow the patient to pay a discounted amount at the time of picking up the medication. This often needs to be requested every time you need to have the prescription refilled. 
a) The programs run directly through the companies cannot assist anyone who is on Medicare, Medicaid, or any other similar federal or state health insurance program. 
2. Through a nonprofit patient assistance program: the company provides unrestricted funds to a nonprofit group that allows the nonprofit to distribute the funds to patients in a specified disease area. 
(example: https://www.healthwellfoundation.org/fund/pulmonary-fibrosis/) 
to cover co-pay, medical bills, or whatever other financial needs that the nonprofit organization covers. Similarly, if this is to cover the co-pay for a medication, this often needs to be requested each time you need to have the prescription.
a) The programs run through nonprofit groups can assist anyone, regardless of which insurance they are on, although other restrictions around income may apply.

The most comprehensive way to access the financial assistance programs for any branded medication is to contact the company. They often will have patient service centers with people whose job it is to help you access therapy.

· Generic (or Unbranded)  If a medication is generic (or unbranded), this means that no company has a patent on it and that any company can make the medication and sell it. The price of the medication, therefore, is expected to be lower because there should be competitors on the market, driving the price down. However, if there are no competitors on the market (if no one else is making the generic), then the price may not be low at all. In these cases, there is not going to be a rebate program from the company (or companies) making the drug.

· However, there still may be funding available from a nonprofit group because no company is allowed to restrict co-pay assistance to their drug only. They are only allowed to restrict co-pay assistance to a disease area. Even if the medication you are taking is generic (unbranded), if another company has a branded medication on the market and is funding a financial assistance program at a nonprofit group, you can still apply for financial assistance from that nonprofit group.

Because  there are no FDA-approved treatments for scleroderma specifically, you may find that typical co-pay and financial nonprofit organizations will have programs in place for scleroderma. 
· The Relief Foundation: http://www.relief-foundation.org/mission.html. They have a form you can fill out here:
 (http://www.relief-foundation.org/TRF_Financial_Aid_Application_1_.pdf) 
that will allow you to apply for financial assistance if you have been diagnosed with scleroderma.
___________________________

If you have been diagnosed with some of the common comorbidities of scleroderma (some of the common diseases that many people living with scleroderma often have), those comorbidities may have FDA-approved medications and therefor may have more traditional financial assistance programs. (Note: no listed any organizations that have been involved in scandals in the last 5 years for giving inappropriate levels of patient information to donor companies.)
1. Pulmonary fibrosis (or interstitial lung disease)
0. Branded
0. Ofev (nintedanib) with Boehringer Ingelheim: https://www.ofev.com/prescription-savings
0. Esbriet (pirfenidone) with Genentech: https://www.genentech-access.com/hcp/brands/esbriet.html?cid=gas_PS_MIESPF0154_1&c=MIESPF0154&cid=&mkwid=sO8uY3ygQ-dc_pcrid_229567672006_pkw_esbriet_pmt_e&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Esbriet+%7C+Access+Solutions+%7C+HCP+%7C+Branded+%7C+Genentech-Access.com+%7C+ALL+%7C+gas_PS_MIESPF0154_1&utm_term=esbriet&gclid=Cj0KCQjw2KHWBRC2ARIsAJD_r3fSaJ6ENfVElxDoi44iu56h40_WDnYIfVloqqPLGz1fqPlfjSftpEUaAm1VEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds 
0. Nonprofit Groups
1. https://www.healthwellfoundation.org/fund/pulmonary-fibrosis/
1. https://psictsweb.patientservicesinc.org/patientportal/
1. Pulmonary arterial hypertension
1. Branded
0. Actelion
0. Opsumit (macitentan): https://opsumit.com/patient/opsumit-patient-prescription-assistance
0. Uptravi (selexipag): https://www.uptravi.com/actelion-pathways/
0. Veletri (epoprostenol): https://www.actelionpathways.com/hcp/veletri-patient-assistance/veletri-financial-assistance
0. Ventavis (iloprost): https://www.actelionpathways.com/hcp/ventavis-patient-assistance/ventavis-financial-assistance?gclid=Cj0KCQjw2KHWBRC2ARIsAJD_r3cph0WBwYbFaiOXtq5kTmEeDDkXG8v9zMCzn8iht-4pAnCpi9MWrhgaAlexEALw_wcB
0. Tracleer (bosentan): http://www.tracleer.com/px/support 
0. Bayer
1. Adempas (riociguat): https://www.adempas-us.com/aim-financial-assistance/ 
0. Gilead
2. Letairis (ambrisentan): https://www.letairis.com/patients/financial-resources?gclid=Cj0KCQjw2KHWBRC2ARIsAJD_r3dWLK_E2wyg8dWjjqBtG0WH2ILNIJ9H9X3MrQAY2fyhMbLSbiHDEtEaAnKKEALw_wcB 
0. United Therapeutics
3. Orenitram (treprostinil): https://www.orenitram.com/pdf/Orenitram-co-pay-assistance-card-program.pdf
3. Adcirca (tadalafil): http://www.adcirca.com/hcp/patient-assistance.aspx 
3. Remodulin (trepostinil): https://utcopay.com/enrollment/remodulin/enrollment.page
3. Tyvaso (trepostinil): https://utcopay.com/enrollment/tyvaso/enrollment.page 
0. Pfizer
4. Revatio (sildenafil): https://www.pfizerrxpathways.com/ 
1. Nonprofit Group
1. https://www.mygooddays.org/patients/diseases-covered/pulmonary-arterial-hypertension 

NOTE: If you have been prescribed a medication “off-label”, meaning that if your doctor has prescribed something for you that is not officially approved for scleroderma (or another disease that you are living with), then you will not be eligible for any of the programs listed above. You will need to speak with your doctor about your situation in order to determine the best path forward. 

You should also consider government or local assistance. There are often programs available to help. A few examples are below.
· Federal government
· Medicare savings program: https://www.medicare.gov/your-medicare-costs/help-paying-costs/medicare-savings-program/medicare-savings-programs.html
· For prescription assistance by state
· MA: https://www.mass.gov/prescription-drug-assistance 
· VT: http://www.greenmountaincare.org/perscription  

