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         GEORGIA 

In March 2011 the Georgia Chapter became the 23rd chapter of the  

Scleroderma Foundation. Much has happened over the five years, so we 

thought we would share a quick look back at the chapter’s growth and  

accomplishments. 

The Foundation’s three- fold mission of Support, Educate and Research is 

what the Georgia Chapter strives to follow in all that we do. 

Support: To help patients and their families cope with 

scleroderma through mutual support programs, peer    

counseling, physician referrals and educational information. 

Support Groups: 
 The Atlanta Area support group led by Evan Busman was established before 

our chapter and was a strong group of caring patients. 

 2012 the Peachtree Newnan Area support group was formed and led by  

      Richard and Barbara Moore and now Vernita White and Demetra Newton 

 2013 the Savannah Area support group started and is led by Robin Edwards. 

 2014 Athens Support Group and Blog led by Dejuana Ford 

 

SUPPORT 

Peachtree Newnan Support Group at their May 2016  Picnic  

at the home of Richard and Barbara Moore. 
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SUPPORT—Continued 

Appreciation 
 

To show our appreciation the chapter created opportunities to honor patients, chapter members, medical 

advisory board and our many local sponsors. 

 2011 -2012 Annual Family Fun Run and SFGA membership Appreciation Day. 

 2013-2015 Annual Appreciation Luncheon and Peach Award to honor and recognize our volunteers,  

medical professionals, event sponsors, and Friends of Scleroderma.  

Fundraisers 
 

Our day of Fundraising started before we were an official chapter.  

 August 2009 with a morning golf tournament  “Kathleen Basile Memorial Golf Tournament” and an  

      evening dinner and show called “Broadway after the Show”. 

 2010 2nd Annual Golf Tournament and  “Off Broadway” show and dinner 

 2011 Georgia chapter was officially established and once again hosted the annual Golf Tournament and 

“Georgia on my Mind” dinner show 

 2012 The 4th Annual Golf Tournament and “Anchors Aweigh” Dinner Show and Casino Night 

 2013-2015 The Annual Golf Tournament continued but the show and dinner took a break 

 2016 The Day of Fundraising was back with the Annual Golf Tournament & “A Gathering at the Gatsby” 

      Dinner, Show and Casino Awareness event. 

 
Together these 

events have 

raised over 

$100,000 in 

support of our  

mission and the 

local chapter. 
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EDUCATION 

Educate: To promote public awareness and education through patient and health      

professional seminars, literature and publicity campaigns 
The Georgia Chapter has provided opportunities for many of our board members and patients to attend 

the National Patient conferences 

 2012 Several board members attended the National conference is Dallas Texas 

 2013The Georgia Chapter had the opportunity to host the 2013 National Patient Conference 

 2013-2016 Provide financial support to patients to attend 

National Patient Conferences in Southern California, 

Nashville TN, and New Orleans LA 

 2012- 2016 Provided patients seminars  

 2012 Doctor Gary Myerson at Northside Hospital and 

Doctor Cythia Elliott Rheumatologist  at Gwinnett Medi-

cal and a presentation on PAH with Dr. Micha Fisher 

from Emory University Hospital 

 March 2013 Healthcare, Homecare and Family Care 

Spring Patient Seminar: Presenters, Scott Morrison, Brightstar Healthcare, Mike Levengood, Attorney, 

wills and advance directives, and Doctor Murtaza Cassoobhoy, Hospice and Palliative Care 

 March 2014 “What’s New in the World of Scleroderma” Presented by Dr. Heather Gladue at 

Peachtree City 

 September 2014  “Hands On” at Dekalb Medical patient seminar presented by Doctor Gary Botstein 

certified Rheumatology and Beth Birmingham Occupational Therapist  

 March 2015 Spring Patient Seminar at Emory University with Doctors Heather Gladue and Srihari 

Veeraraghaven 

 September 2015 “Mind and Body Workshop” at Gwinnett Medical Center Chiropractic Care, Yoga 

and meditation Nutrition and Natural Supplements and massage therapy 

 8 patents seminars and hosted 1 National Patient Conference 
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EDUCATION 
EDUCATION 

Awareness Events and Publicity 
 October 2011 Gold’ s Gym Extravaganza for Scleroderma  

  November 2012 Scleroderma Foundation Day with the 

Gwinnett Gladiators  

  July 2014 Information table set up at the American        

Autoimmune Conference at Emory University   

  March 2015 Guinness Book of World Records            

Scleroderma Awareness event at the Atlanta Hawks  

 June 2015 Eat for Change Chipotle Restaurant in Snellville, 

Georgia 

 

RESEARCH 

Research: To stimulate and support research to improve treatment and       

ultimately find the cause of and cure for scleroderma and related diseases. 

 

2013-2016 

The Georgia Chapter has sponsored 4 annual “Stepping out for a 

Cure” Hiking and Hotcakes Run for Research. 
 

The race has raised over $100,000.00 for Research and has grown 

from about 150 in attendance to over 300 strong. 

 

 

The Georgia Chapter has been working hard, but it 

would not be possible without our dedicated board 

members, family and friends, hundreds of volunteers, 

dozens of Business sponsors and Community Friends, 

and the will and determination of our many patients and 

their families; they are the “wind beneath our wings”.  

Together any thing is possible! We are looking forward 

to the next 5 years.   
 

It has truly be an honor and a pleasure serving as your 

Board Presidents. 

Peggy Levengood & Doreen Towhey 

Kathleen Basile, Peggy and Doreen’s sister. 
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HIKING AND HOTCAKES 2016 EXCEEDS ALL GOALS 

Saturday, June 18 was a great day for Scleroderma Research!             

The Scleroderma Foundation Georgia Chapter hosted our 4th annual 

Hiking and Hotcakes Event at beautiful Lilburn Park.  

 

The weather was terrific and we welcomed 300 participants for walking, 

running, and enjoying all aspects of the morning. There was something 

for everyone. We had bingo, a chance drawing, a cake walk, and great 

door prizes in addition to our competitive and chip-timed 5K race, a  

leisurely and shaded 1 mile family fun walk, and a delicious pancake 

breakfast.  
 

WE THANK OUR MANY SPONSORS:    

AND OUR OUTSTANDING LOCAL COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS: 

 Knights of Columbus Council #7923 for preparing and serving the 

delicious pancake breakfast 

 Katie Lail, Coach Richard King and the Parkview Cross Country 

Team Parents and Runners for registration and course set up, runner 

support, and clean up. 

We exceeded our initial fundraising goal for the day of $30,000 

by raising $40,000 at this event. It was a great day to raise funds 

and awareness for the Scleroderma Foundation!  
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
HIKING & HOTCAKES 2016 
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SFGA NEEDS  5 MORE MEMBERS TO REACH 400 Active Members so please join TODAY! 

What does it mean to be a member? 

 It means you will be helping out scleroderma patients right here in Georgia through, continuing Patient Education 

Seminars, Support Groups, and Awareness Events 

 You will start to receive the National Foundation's award winning magazine "The Voice" to get the most up to 

date information on all things scleroderma, along with stories of hope, and triumph! 

How do I become a member? 

 Visit out website at www.scleroderma.org/georgia and click on DONATE NOW! 

 Mail us a membership donation of $25 to SFGA, PO Box 522, Lilburn, GA  30047 

What if I am not sure if I am a member? 

If you have stopped receiving the Voice Magazine then it is time to renew your membership. 

If you are not a member please consider joining today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFGA ON THE ROAD (2016 - National Patient Conference) 

Last month, several SFGA board and chapter members joined our national scleroderma community to 

“Unmask the Cure” at the 18th Annual Scleroderma National Patient Education Conference in 

New Orleans, LA! From the Opening Keynote Friday evening to the final workshop Sunday afternoon, we 

received a wealth of information about key research updates and unique ways to live life to the fullest as a 

caregiver or a patient with scleroderma. Workshop topics ranged from “Raynaud and Digital Ulcers” to 

“Caregiving 101” to “What Scleroderma Antibodies Mean for You”, while the tiniest of scleroderma       

warriors and their families took advantage of a series of youth workshops and events during the weekend.  

For more information about this year’s conference, visit the Scleroderma Foundation website at 

www.scleroderma.org. Also, blog articles highlighting conference attendees and reviewing research-related 

updates from the conference will be posted this month on the ScleroJournal blogsite 

(www.sclerojournal.com), authored by SFGA’s Vice President, DeJuana Ford. ScleroJournal also features tips 

for living well with scleroderma and research-related updates.  
 

Join us next year in Chandler, Arizona from July 21-23 for the  

 19th Annual Patient Education Conference! 

 

SFGA was well-represented at the National Conference! The conference featured a live performance by New Orleans' 
own Dr. Michael White and the Original Liberty Jazz Band. 

SFGA MEMBERSHIP 

THANK 

YOU! 

http://www.scleroderma.org
http://www.sclerojournal.com
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AUGUST 12, 2016—GREAT DAY OF FUNDRAISING 

The 8th Annual Kathleen Basile Golf Tournament was held once again at the beautiful 

Reunion Golf Course in Hoschton, GA.  Chick-fila breakfast, putting contest, a round of 

golf, Chef Mary’s delicious lunch, and great prizes. It was a great day on the course! 

Tournament Director Bill Basile and brother Tom head out on to the 

course 

Registration Team 

Top Team  - Paulson Cheek 

Delicious lunch by Chef Mary—Yummy! 

Gwinnett Medical Center Foundation Team 

Part One—GOLF  
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Part 2—A GATHERING AT THE GATSBY 

Page 9 

After a three year break we brought back our Dinner and 

Show event. The evening included a delicious dinner catered 

by Chef David Long (see p. 10), an original show featuring  a 

very talented cast, a chance raffle, casino games and prizes, 

and music for dancing by Shades of Gray.  Guests were en-

couraged to dress in 1920s attire, and many did! The 

beautifully set tables included educational materials 

about scleroderma and the Scleroderma Foundation.  

In addition to raising awareness, we were able to raise 

over $25,000 between these two events on August 12, 

2016. Thank you to our Event Sponsor Actelion, whose 

grant helped make this day a success! 

AUGUST 12, 2016—GREAT DAY OF FUNDRAISING 

Attendees enjoyed dinner, 

chance prizes, the casino, 

dressing in 1920s outfits, and 

an amazing show. 

Thank you Holy Cross 

Theatre Group for sharing 

your talent with us! 
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Karen Williams and Becky Evans 

Karen Williams and Becky 

Evans, daughter and mother 

duo are two of the newest 

board members of the 

SFGA.  Their family was 

affected by Scleroderma in 

2001 when Karen's dad 

(Becky's husband) was diag-

nosed with the disease and 

ultimately lost his battle in June of 2003.  After 

many years of wishing and wanting to get involved 

with SFGA the pieces fell into place and they have 

jumped in head first. Along with Karen and Becky, 

Karen's 14 month old daughter, Harper, is in at-

tendance to all meetings and functions. She has 

become an "honorary" member of the 

board.   The mother daughter team also are the 

owners of Bill Rhodes  Bakery in Snellville,    

Georgia.  The duo, along with the bakery, have 

been able to contribute to 

some of events the SFGA 

has hosted this 

year.  Rhodes bakery spon-

sored Cake Walk for a Cure 

at the Hotcakes and Hiking 

5K in June.  They also took 

on the task of decorations 

and cake centerpiece for the 

Gathering at the Gatsby.       

Karen and Becky say: 

 It is an enormous privilege to be working with the 

foundation.  The Gathering at the Gatsby and Hiking 

and Hotcakes have been a smashing success and we 

are honored to be able to contribute. We have recent-

ly been appointed as the decorations committee for 

the up coming Holiday luncheon and eager to see  

everyone attend. 

Who Prepared that Delicious Meal for the Evening at 

the Gatsby? Award-winning Chef 

David Long has been in  food service for 

29 years. Chef David has been responsi-

ble for quality food preparation and 

innovative as well as artistic presenta-

tions with customer experience and 

event management, making him one of 

Atlanta’s first and foremost chefs. 

Among his awards are the U.S. Navy 

Chaplin Corps and the Martell Cognac 

Noblige presented at Mercedes Benz in Buckhead. His journey to 

success includes working for the Arena Country Club in St. Louis, 

Missouri, the Peasant Group in Atlanta, Georgia, the Buckhead Life 

Group in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Legendary events in Atlanta, 

Georgia. With his ability to work with any business theme, Chef 

David gives Chef David Catering a leading edge to the forefront of 

preferred caterers in the Atlanta area. Chef David brings his years 

of experience and artistic presentations to life! Find out more 

about Chef David at www.chefdavid.net. 

SPOTLIGHT ON...MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

Board Members Demetra Moore-Newton and Vernita White have stepped in 

to the Peachtree City Support Group Leader role. They are pictured here with 

Richard and Barbara Moore. Read more about  their support group and 

Demetra and Vernita on page 11.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON...SUPPORT GROUPS 

HOT DOGS & HUGS 

Our May 

15th support group 

meeting was a 

picnic at Barbara 

& Richard 

Moore's home in 

Newnan. We had 

a great turnout for the sunny Sunday afternoon picnic, 

boat rides and dulcimer lessons for those who were 

more brave. It was great to have members from the 

Atlanta support group join us along with some first 

time attendees. 

We also had the 

pleasure of our 

Board joint Presi-

dents, Peggy and 

Doreen along 

with Mary. And 

for a very first 

we have photographic documentation of Mike  

Levengood not wearing a tie! We also had our new 

secretary, Vernita White, who is also helping as our 

new support group leader with Demetra Newton. De-

metra was in the hospital and missed the get together 

but is doing better now. Peggy and Doreen gave us 

updates on the 

Hiking and Hot-

cakes the fund 

raiser and the 

National Sclero-

derma Confer-

ence that will be 

in New Orleans 

in July. 

Thanks to all who joined us and for helping out with 

the treats! 

Vernita White was born and raised in Norfolk, VA. 

She attended Norfolk State University where she met her 

husband, Keith White and graduated a B.S. in accounting. 

She became an Army wife shortly after graduation and 

moved before settling in Riverdale, GA. Vernita describes 

her experience with Scleroderma:  

I was diagnosed with systemic scleroderma in January 2009 after 

dealing with swelling, inflammation, joint pain, and finally a skin 

rash for about a year. I had seen 5 different doctors before I was 

finally diagnosed with scleroderma.  

I recently retired from Bank of America after 22 years on April 1, 

2016 due to health reasons. It was becoming more difficult to do 

my job, take care of my home and take care of myself. My big-

gest battle is chronic fatigue. 

I volunteered to be a support group leader for the Newnan/

Peachtree City support group along with Demetra Newton. After I 

retired, I volunteered to fill the secretary position for the Georgia 

Chapter so that I can stay active and be able to give back my 

time. Plus, I enjoy being with my scleroderma family. 

I enjoy being at home with my 2 miniature schnauzers, walking, 

and watching tennis, football and basketball, and traveling with 

my husband. 

Peachtree City 

Demetra Moore-Newton was born in Atlanta and 

currently makes her home in Austell, Georgia. She attended 

West Fulton High School and Morris Brown College and 

retired from Wellstone Kennesaw Hospital in 2007. She has 

two daughters—Jamecia and Zhane and is a Board Member 

on the Scleroderma Foundation and the West Fulton Alumni 

Board. In her own words, Demetra describes her experience 

with Scleroderma: 

I was diagnosed with Diffuse Systemic Scleroderma back in August 

2010. Soon afterwards I was diagnosed with MCTD, Lupus, Ray-

naud's. My life hasn't been the same since my initial diagnosis and 

I was progressively getting worse until I treated with cytoxan 

chemo. I am happy to say I am in still remission as of today 5 

years and counting. Thanks be to God.  

I attended the 2016 Conference in  New Orleans this year and it 

was absolutely wonderful. It was very educational. The speakers 

were very knowledgeable and informative. They were very helpful 

with answering questions. I left feeling better than I came. It was 

like getting several consultations or second opinions for free. Either 

way it was wonderful experience and I recommend everyone at-

tend at least one conference for themselves. 
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COMING SOON... 

Patient Seminars 

We want to hear from you…. 

We have contacted  Dr. Richard Silver at 

the Medical University of South Carolina. 

Dr. Silver's  research interests center on 

scleroderma and, in particular, scleroderma lung     

disease, now the leading cause of death among patients 

with scleroderma.  We are looking at a time in the 

winter (February or March) for him to come for a  

patient seminar. Because we would like to have a well-

attended seminar,  we plan to survey patients to see if 

they would be interested in attending on certain dates.  

Look for the survey and more information on patient 

seminars.  

Holiday Gathering and 

Annual Awards Luncheon 

Save the Date: December 4,  

            2016 

Location: Premiere Events,         

    Duluth, Georgia 

Time: 2:00 pm 

Theme: Winter Wonderland 

SEE YOU 

THERE! 

SFGA BOARD MEMBERS 

Co-Presidents : Peggy Levengood & Doreen Towhey 

Vice-President: DeJuana Ford 

Treasurer: Brian Hanley 

Secretary: Vernita White 

Board Members at Large:  

Ann Basile  Scott Morrison 

May Bongcaron Demetra Newton 

Becky Evans  Cara Sullivan 

Barbara Moore Mary Wetherington 

Richard Moore Karen Williams 

 

National Website: www.scleroderma.org 

 

Georgia Chapter’s Website:  

www.scleroderma.org/georgia 

 

LIKE US on SFGA Facebook Page: https://

www.facebook.com/sclerodermafoundationGA/ 

 

FOLLOW US on Twitter: @scleroderma_GA  

SUPPORT GROUP CONTACTS 

Atlanta Support Group 

Meetings are currently scheduled at the Glancy Rehabilita-

tion Center in Duluth .Kiwi Room at the Glancy Rehabilita-

tion Center, 3215 McClure Bridge Road, Duluth, GA  

Contact: Evan R. Busman 

Email: evanrb1@gmail.com 

Phone: 770-557-2276  

Newnan Support Group 

Peachtree City Library 

201 Willow Bend Rd 

Peachtree City, GA 

Contact: Vernita White 

Phone: 678-479-4521 

Email: vwwhit@yahoo.com 

Contact: Demetra Newton 

Email: demetra@gmail.com  

Savannah Area Support Group 

Lovezzola’s Pizza 

320 Hwy 80 

West Pooler, GA 31322 

Contact: Robin Edwards 

Phone: 912-412-6675 

Email: rockinrobin519@aol.com  

mailto:evanrb1@gmail.com
mailto:rockinrobin519@aol.com

